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ANNEX 10. CITY OF SAN JOSE 

The City of San Jose is the largest city in Santa Clara County with a 2014 population of 1,000,536 

and covering 182 square miles. San Jose is the third largest city in California and tenth largest in 

the United States (Figure 10.1).  

San Jose occupies the northern end of the Santa Clara Valley and is expanding to the south and 

east. The majority of the land mass is densely developed urban area. However, the areas to the 

southwest and southeast are wildland urban interface (WUI) areas with relatively new 

development. 

There is a pattern of frequent fire ignitions in these WUI areas and threat of serious fire is high. 

 

Figure 10.1. San Jose boundary. 

All of San Joseôs incorporated area is a state law defined Local Responsibility Area (LRA) and 

therefore state defensible space laws and other wildfire regulations do not apply.  

State law requires all WUI areas in California receive an evaluation for wildfire potential and 

severity. State Responsibility Areas (SRAs) are adopted by the State Board of Forestry and Fire 

Protection. The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) forwards LRA 

evaluation recommendations to the respective city for adoption. The city is required to act upon 

any area recommended for very high fire hazard severity zone (FHSZ) designation. The city 

council has the choice to adopt the very high FHSZ as recommended, modify the FHSZ boundary, 
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and adopt or decline to adopt. Very high FHSZs in LRAs require new construction be compliant 

with WUI construction regulations (Chapter 7A) of the California Building Code.   

The Almaden Valley area and East Foothill (Figure 10.2) city neighborhoods are locally adopted 

very high FHSZs. The balance of the city is non-WUI. 

ORGANIZATION AND JURISDICTION  

San Jose is governed by a city council. The San Jose City Council has authority to adopt fire codes 

and other local ordinances related to fire protection delivery.  

Land use planning and building permit processes are the authority of the city. San Jose Fire 

Department provides fire protection services for the city.  

PLANNI NG TEAM PARTICIPATION  

The City of San Jose is represented on the Core Team by representative of the San Jose Fire 

Department. The San Jose Fire Department is also engaged in the Community Wildfire Protecting 

Plan (CWPP) planning process through one round of workshops held in Berryessa neighborhood 

with focus on East Foothills and surrounding WUI communities.  

SUMMARY  

San Jose is listed as a Community at Risk from wildfires on the federal and/or California Fire 

Alliance list of Communities at Risk in Santa Clara County. The southwestern area of the city and 

East Foothills areas are very high FHSZ WUI areas with a history of serious wildfires.   

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE AREA DESCRIPTION  

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE AREA DEFINED  

The San Jose WUI area includes Almaden Valley (southwestern) area of the City of San Jose (see 

Figure 10.3) and properties in the East Foothills neighborhood near Alum Rock Park (Figure 10.4).  
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Figure 10.2. Fire Hazard Severity Zones.
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Figure 10.3. Almaden Valley WUI. 
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Figure 10.4. East Foothills WUI. 


